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LANGUAGE POLICY AND THE STATUS OF YOR
LgCH%OL IN ABEOKUTA NORT LOX g

Dep artme ofA’Peache ducation
mn%erg XO}E\

ABSTRACT

P G,m ortanceofn%)thert ue as edlumo structlon ,w nmar¥ (e
R e %alon IS a subject o %ncem 0la é% ucators rﬁ

ave been ¢ rr| cprlmar 0ols,

an
I ave 0ne |
privte, choo enceﬁ %p%l‘ems% ngt b 1 % ngo
ther tongue, I this ector un ¢ upi san
cers were andom R ect |ve rlvat fys oosm un tae
st me 1 USed 1o 0b an % dpl uestlonnalre 0 qg
U]StIO naire on ru Fan niervel &mq% or
ds ﬁece Wer smHe ercenta fesul
tha ik e privals oo Of énborage he lse
oruaas medil msructlon enc qua

oru ateacner E%gr Qo
recrune teac in a| ere nota e uatey row most te
Was or ntos ea

ot qIve.assign ruba te stud

or ba |n scho $ ronlca major ss oke oru aa ohme
r}] %he uba rogramm |3|on recommends 1
schools s denco g he Use 0 M% mo mstrHctlon In earx
%rparye ucation wnilg-enough time s oud ea otte to it on the school tim

INTRODUCTION

It is necessar to_beqin this pa erb uotln Fafunwa (1989) on the need for
mothertongu ucaqlon In !\?lgfena aryshoos )

k} igerian. child 1s to e encour. from tpe start
curi sb// mam uI |vea po aneous
ex% |n| a f ﬁa A

ensnzea (Y CO- r|na 0,
U|re se5|san tltu es
r[ rp % education
WhIC after all IS the m na ura wa 0 earnln

Fafunwa. would he r atin ObVI ca s, apart om hej
%e grchlt ct.0 Hw %ear% aqr oect which. ﬁrove %ht tﬁg
reso fion o on ue.in educat

rhrlbue |m‘n n|5 euse 0 mot ertongue asa edium of Instruction
the primary level oreducation.



LANGUAGE POLICYAND THE STATUS OF YORUBA -A. A. ADEYINKA
S rec mmﬁ ations that ol
ngli

[an primary SC tat(?
?Ilgroun 1S mo{her tOﬂ%H"dﬁSqNﬁ g %IHS 2 dﬁaralreg%lgl

AIthohqh the 1969 Ndatronal onfetren .on Curriculum Dﬁgelo H:
3

%@%gn i Waﬁtdonﬁalm Io Iemen Ezlgatrgngo e ac hat
?a)r%uae nf ?dlf |mmegE te envrrong]ent sp tt%een a e
% |oh H ﬁ CY nothing was vrshy onF ejther. éﬁe edeha
fr gucath P ts counte arts,at fhe state evduntrltl/ en t
unrtys condary schools began teachling the three major Nigerian-languages.
h”attmg Xt”ﬁ%%%hs g Steastts "ttePX‘%t” ) h?etét“e Ch"”p”' o
certl tqh aKF asse% estateh ePE a twas w en-a &% Bace Was
acco dr?ed IS gerrah angua et] t Student teaﬁhers atta Eftance 10
hrgHere\gSEeart]{eosr?rjrrr] O|rrurase ence more teachers.pursued and Still pursue
The National Language Policy in Education
ﬁwon 619%8& ressed tEat thz est waﬁto develop an Afrrca chrldren 0

anguage as a. second, or
? 7 when t]he tatement re

t mem er elr-community 15 0 teac em |n err
tonque. 1988) corroborates hr when he writes t
screntr IC an technoo Irn ovatlo sare ost effortlessly an sponta eou
one In the nwhrch ople.eat, dream, Iove an curse
eron '”reraha te%” Ee“r%’ cther %”nmﬁse e eISe . ot
fh c[hrlds ﬁas been refatin memLhe hrs community an slh
reasons, dreams, talks, love an oes everyt |ng|n|

Awo |hasatl 0 rved, the mother ton igerian chrI Iearns |n
tsrx ers ot a arment eca o w en th
sc oo unr rather It 1s art h er mr
e | eas nd es he arne the
nvrronment at the Irst ygers are é emﬁst

ts hfa ate
ormarveO?] se attitudes, are developed at this
err { e ed to
er mother on ue he e wil “ge

toun%atron of future develo Bment n
ater years, even in no ther fanguage

ernapos&g n to build upon it In
nwa et al
The Natrona Policy on Educatio 204 endorses the importance of the mother
ton ue at th tlmarq 8% ca?ronay qu rin; tha(s the medium of
ucrona t |ssaesoul et g e immediate e vrronm nt
wrch there e a switc overto ngrs eessenceo Qtrn% 8
erto ue as { nuaeorntr tion<at thj staerstoea hh
tn eas th he cla ro m an w for efrectl mtera |0n with the
envrronme he mother tongue t er ore constitutes an Instructional area
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%ﬂﬂut‘at“s?h“m of instruction. Thus, the National Policy on Education (2004)

()  The moth rtongge or | uage of the immediate community (i ul
g%wceatas the medium of mstruction at the junior primary “leve

(i) Enﬁ]hsh W0U5|9 sler%ve as th med Veismstru tulggn éart the s% o|r6tr
ng |sP{W|[t)I0h %a?qangu e oft?te country.

i) The three ma N| erlanI age t is Yoruba» loho and Hausa
U wouIcP servea ang ages 0 n%ltloghsl Iature anctm?égr%thon
as as the bove anaI ee S, 1t1S besetwuh poor |m&leme fation strateg
ec use n[o Ing wo as heen a hieved sme 7|c came rﬁ
ht oday; stu |es [g observa ons ve rove tat the

n e'ar?m%? chnols BechyS fi ”Be oan”teu'n“uh oIt 3
ﬂte opthelr tll(f ?Awon (ibej 2 It asatf een pro%edS tha(!
Instruction. recre e mo ue:at E;)rlmaré/ evel 5 ric er n
ore meaningful t ant at recelved | seco |angua d ition, 1t ﬁ

een |scovePe t at m St maf te CNers I St tt |I’s
O%B ects apar rOQOfU ét TY$ QB% npsua & d |seuﬁr

write ounS Eo‘hh Ireme ar uehlcne a L|V|n ualg gserve& :
wbr{ﬁ)cts |n ghsh at{h ttpper prlmaryn]e\yel andgexp ain the notes 0 them In

The apove situation, is not as path cas others mayv buta 0|nterto he

actt at the time h s come proper -an u 0 e
ue |np|mar Ome ting,0 CI |stso

sub %udbe thelrshoo hr eme J“

hotherton ue thatt e lse th et es dbe extended to as

ate a stage In‘education as possible

t should be tressed that ﬁhe LIC ofa Chl|d would heI such a Chl|d to discove J

us erso a er_environment and dcquire. knowledge

un estap rig Tgus the mothgr tonque gs a medium of instructio att

fl ation has advantages because It IS the key to t esuccess
BML%GO thew fesysem y

The above sityation portrays the {actt at the motheﬁ tohpe sbould Sﬁrea
he medlum Instruction, not%n Prlmdag utata

h| |s ecause It een \R/ove I em st otent lor smen
jt ec noog meat mtete first ce ur as countrles
apan, China |a 'f r% Ussla, etc. adopt the mother-tongue as medlao
instruction at' all level$ of education.
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gbe 1997[) ? }s]erves that few Nigerians are qgetting the bet e ucatron
cause ‘most of them a?qufrr]e education thro h% Bie U age
ey do not know very well. This IS n sup orto W owrrtest

When | nStI’liCtI nrsn%r\]/en Ina ornelrgn n%u e d rstorte
I

ﬁ%’OHOT lonal Telgtio ISE eh ras
n

Orfty ever ustlt(r)nhoa Orel ah ua
5ybe|%1 ge%n as & NOW rtagg1 iﬁ%
and on ose shou res e rspo sr

Added to the rnhgbrtron ofs e krn the mottaer fon [%ue in'school s the fact h
he socle E}/nrsel shows ag im attifude, to teachin ? 1d eachers

trainees dnd trar ed feac O{\tyt]nekran é g%)%tunjr br&error o err

ers
counterparts in ot er disciplines ?
Functions of Language
Lanquage, .accordin 1961 rimari instruction _qf
f e|cat|anam rgr%huma'A?] ?gg a? comnPunrt kccorﬁrngto eﬁ?l%&
anguage pertorms three major functions-viz:

()  Forwider communication

()  Foreducational purposes.and

(i) For religious purposes.

Lanquage fo wider communrca jon serve eans of inter ctrn with
eople rqm other patl oream I| rench, and Aradic are
anguages us Internationa at confere ces etinqs, Work 0ps, Sportin
I S eahe'ua%taaa iy
rns?ruc F rsta es F anzanera tor lrnsta ce, tre% ucatio st es
re mar ed epa 1a 0 mstructr n st
an ua‘% sus at the grrma eve rt |taUﬂhéasasu ar rJ

E Ium-0f | sruc lon a fthe secondargr e]el Wit ?h as subject an
nglis ecomest e medium of Instruction dt t etertraryl e

For _religious es, some communities yse specific language for public
WO sh gtg-)ore an[r)g fin.Is t??e angua eoltworéh t a]g oghra a)tH

a] Arabic 'f used u%hms or pr ea ?e erng ecase
the Toles of an?ua in education coul to be dua tcon tHute? an
Instructional area “and Serves as. me |um o Instryction, It 1S, theretore

hne%e US&Y al thisjuncture to examine reasons Tor teaching the mother tongué

e sl i o o
IS rnargenous fot 8 rhut INSISES tH IS cPrrIdren ge reared In Englrsﬁ
45
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uage is a slave. The following arg, some reasons for teaching mother

lo 8ueg'|nscﬁoo?s as |gh1i|glttte B Sbanya lg}f) J

Fo equ i] the learner wHQ the esaenttaJ eIemths of the basic skills, of

stening,. spea ma1 eha \”ﬁ ertlnlﬂ] Ich are’ necessary for
_ commu ication witrlin the lariguage community.
(i) ive the |nd|V|dugb Ie:hrner adequate practice in the. standard form ot

ne WI%%P ggcetotee Variety D Becp nltjggecate easily wilh giner users o

(i) To Bt‘e“ the Iearner |th the skills of readt % at a Ie.ve# that.shoulg
rT]? Im.to Hse thejgn uaﬁe 85,2 m?ans 0T aCquIring- Information an
of [eamning in the broadest'serise of the term.

i) ITttsJ 8%?” trtrtlgrle\%ggéue}atrt)ee% nl S|8Ltt] (tjnégls[he)workmg of his language (e.g.

To open, up to the learner the. cultural wealth of the Ian uage  as
Y Fnéhgddreed ﬁt Its %Iklores music, dance, t?teatre ora Itten

() Toawaken in the learner a love forthe study of the mother tongue.

It |s au5|ble tnat the use of he _moher tongue a

Fior a[N c. prumar el of education WL e tgfwe%ium BOf
%ds o‘hnﬁ% SO lIgeria ot e advantages have been ident

) There will pe effective and meaningful commupication between the
0 teacher an ﬁte learner In and out3|8e tlhes chool environment.

O DR (IO Sl 10 B T
U the ton will not on now tW|
anisounderstandw at he orqéhe 15 faug h

Based on the-foregoing submissions, this study was conducted to find answers
otahe f%llowmg t?esttgns y

(1) 90 |v9ate nursery and primary schools in the area of study teach

> Do the? ae Yorub>a as a medium of instruction at the initial stage of
primary education’

(3 Do pupils love to learn Yoruba as a subject?

(4  Howmany qualified Yoruba graduates do they have in these schools?

() thggr)a/traen éh&lﬁ]rgrtyenh fl(;?lng the teaching of Yoruba in private
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METHODOLOGY

A tot I n of 25 u |Is in five re |ster rrvat sch 0[S in

A}b% areao O]ga fate were se ecte thrs t é brea own
i esu cits reveale gop f\rn prcr ary rve an pup

rimar
WErE ﬁeCt I each

ASLEAChEIS 1 PG Clebs e
Selected A fogether, teri C 355 teaclirs partrcrpated In the study.

osrve ra om sampling technique was used for the selection af fiye
Tt ok, ol A

rom v enta oved private nursery and primary s
mAbeokuta rﬁorth 8&% criter Eorselgctronwere y and primary

0) Aschool must have heen ten years old since the date‘of establishment.

| It must be at its permanent site

(i) It must have adequate classroom(s) and teachers<for each class.

Beree distinct msh(u %nts \6e for this study. The frrstt ed Pu 1S
0 na eon or ha

uesti WO ectrons fion A {0 ob ain
rsona Informat rom prIs Wh esctr contarne Items OH
errattrtu et Luba as a. su ect and structro he se on
uestronHarre ﬁ uestr arre on oru wasf mrnrs re n
the teachers o su drvrsrons a I t nr]JuH
mstrumeanas |aqne t0 measure rs eve |nv Ve etrnt
orubav

teaching 0 the resources avar 0 them In schoo

The thrrd |nstru ent em lo ed was n Interview quide, which was
mrnrsere ernstrument Were rsonal
rnrs ere on sud rt | ants b the .researcher and resUlfs wer
Immediately. A h rate of administration and collection was

f ere ore ac leveq.

Hre data coJIec ed were rnterpreted |n Irne wrth he resefdch uestrons

e 1tems estionna re rou mto u -fifles. an

res onsesS sor Were cacuae ercentages, The interview gu
nrormation to corro orate e data obfained.

served as further

RESULTS
The results obtained are presented in Tables 1, 2 and 3 below:

1y
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Table 1. Pupil’s Responses on the Learning of Yoruba

SIN |tems Y % No ¢
Learnrhg of Yoruba asaiubect 186 48 150 60

é. ns's(tru%tronorrlrje%r as rram anbuae of . . 250 100

3. |nteretrn ﬁhe teaghr afrtlroruba 70 28 18CP 72

) se of teac ardstoteachYoruba ! 2501

) 05SEssIon orutha texts 40 16 210 84

6. eaE oru%arn ﬁc 00 i 250 0

L o B R

82 arﬂre)nant ?e(\)/rltsrla OProgrammes on 200 8 5 20
earn rhymes in %ruba 550100 25 90

t%?“ pupi sres onged that %trt %eakaﬁorgha i s%hogrtoﬁgo
erers o y%:*ﬁ es tsra ruas oosw

rd not aﬁ se heY r no ss ss oruba ex
ervea a co str utin osc

sgon ed t at ey earnt ec rn éh mean
ot teac oruaaa rona hesulr

t at odu a \Was- not | u% as a angua eo Instruction at theb Itia
rrma education, w]rﬁ fo tr SEsscron paragra}ﬁ) 1

ectro parag ra% oft Even In é 0°SC oolsw ‘

Sgrté awas taug tas a subject, pupl swere not Introduced to It at an early

The result obtained on rtem 3 1s related to Ihe fact that Yoruba wa? t8 ve
romrnence as a med ru nséructron an ect as on
erespgn nts-Said ‘ﬂ’ restrnt nuaewr
resepdpnde othe se Furt er ore e1rev st rn% al swer

ever uba was ht wh e a ne , er o
Prls r%r J posse %Lr texts. Ir n reater
entae\? the s Jects 0 res nde a] heg f

h Lh gram rama onr ro and television while

them tearnt rymes In Yoruba
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i
r

Table 2: Teacher’s Responses on the Teaching onoruba

; Teachrrgof oruba in Sr:hool fs I
3. 8\§§e%sro(r)rruo ggrﬁfs caﬂe S) in Yoruba

ANIE
g Eug.n&aa(’grrrrraorrara : a ag :
§ 1

teaching aids during g
9

SQP rub tor%r Ispeak Yoruba in & &8 18
%’0 égrveepcu Hrsra %Igncne]ear{tgno (%ct)rrr%bﬁear L?I %8 g 88

The res onses of the tea]ehlers in Table 2 bove taII wrth whah Ip%glls
SPONSes Were hn able sta ce on our te hers taw] } I nf
elr sc ools.which mean \? ools allowed eac \ng 0
%EV Pw |ter1 the num ero teac ers In t eﬁqtud area, only:one
of y had |Hteres n oru aasasub ect. The reason for\} IS IS
ar %eow e was the on ne sess acrtr te in Yory

? eon? one | oru rt rah E
0& e who use teac mq ars rm oru essons 0

e pupils in sc ool while t e Test
%ru%asﬂ q% not He s%o en-fo.the pupils.
Despite the ne9 |vea ethat ma drrt ofte ers sho ed toward Yoru a
Eo ort onP coura YAItura nce |r1 %ru aav
ool calen ar ear ortst eIovet e pupils had for oru :) for
oruba programmes on ra oan evrsron
Table 3: Teachers’ Academic Qualifications

eve

SIN &IuAal frc%tron requency  Percentage
é.' WA g E+NCE inview

. CE “with “specialisation in 1

4 I%u aegree NI NiI

| Totaﬁ 0 100

Table 3 afbove nswer research questron 4 whrrih solu ht t0 kn
Re quali catroﬁso teachers of oru ain t{aesudYJ rFa a%)ervea
one of the teachers obtaine eva n in Yoruba t

remarnr genror econﬁar ﬁoo ertr cm ﬁers or urs
COUrses ot er ISciplings difter nt rom Yoruba, None of t hemwsa
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RF reg h]oder even thou%h this Is not re |red at this level of education |n
raerl Interview conduct dW|th he chers sﬂeu% od ermlne
attit eoteres ents. oteusea eac In f orliba. Itas g

ans ers 1o re eal%?]ndues IOﬂS ﬁdél a OVE, e re onses Pﬁg\ﬂea

ﬁat se(gr%wwererenatsnsm P 1 soyﬁmtﬁr%s%mu ttelrc r%r?nto
prlvatesh&als S0 that hey cgu spea nglis J

ISCUSSIO
Ease on th‘e f|nd|n in Table 1 and abovg, it 1S eV|dent that Y ruba

N uage has ﬂOt ee em ace as a um 0 |nstru trlon.an ﬁ d H

e L heah ghiy s i

Ua q OSItIOH In most prlvate SC 0018 pr(%%bﬁ BBC&USB
a1‘ntﬂ ﬂrohﬁems m d%eﬁ)

0) ost arents okth chlldren to private.schools in order to e UI them
stery oftgnghs anguage, which they regard as e(htlst Iar(ﬂh

i 3 f I t employ qualif
L m e oo e astd{hje”BuSTMr%“?n' I

|th|st|c environment.

(i) Instruct anal maﬁerlals that“will ‘aid the teaching of Yoruba were not
3rOV|de In scho

v 3u ils were forbidden-fo<speak Yoruha in school even when it is the
? fmost ot em at 0
anguage of communication of most of them at home,

O e GRS O FOREFs e s el g
5 ooIE because/ they (?o not want to pay sa arles o N. ders

CONCLUSION

There is no‘doubt that private primar schoRIs are neﬁded mocier to éi”OWfOf
comp tition-in oursom ty but elss e Is that even thqu hp%h Ic and private
coos us th]e same c rricu man prlvaté scho % 0 nat use

an ua e o e |mmﬁd|ae C0 munlt a me tlon
e ep English, as the Nationa ,c¥non catlon stl ats
effor ? bfean e by curriculy ann 5,10, eH t
suhe(e:tclhlses orany leyel of education’are achieved t roug the rig tmeth san
leved that the necessary understanding and. the ar|o s concents
e(?ge(? In eg% currlculum e% ? e seh%oii WhIC hd wﬁle%
?égusr?watol b)e etter enhanced through the teaching o the mother tongue

50
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é)rderto achieve the obecgves ofth e of he motherlo ue nep ation
to moye. gena orvlgar CIthI |cayan techno oglcaﬂ/ owmg
recommen ations are her yo fere

) Private nyrsery and schools should. ensure that qualified
0 teac ersoh( rﬁbaare mpo dfoteach t he subject. |

(i) Yorubabfhould as a matter of compulsion, be allotted time, on the school

(i) An orientat] on &%gramme on te %WépoMance of r%other tongue in

educat |0nsou| carried out Inistry of Education On the
assm |a 5 he enera U¥)|IC would mYbl%e It and encourage

elrchl ren In he use o

V) Instructional materials that will facilitate the.teaching and learning of
U orl ash I(ﬂ)e prowded’a mschoofs by proprietors an proprletressgs

W) Thel #7 [pecetosrﬁl}g IB'YT']S'PQ ofthg t |en|str I%{O%dg on’\mx:)ulg alw}%s
% 8 rh dprﬁ PTemsf %gtl N at the earI a e #prlmary
ucation an errlng schoo d ISCIp|In6d accor m%y

Agahgﬁﬁgl T B S
QforrI aba%(pelr?gﬁgerrpr? olla}?ﬁa o'Yl QﬁéuTa%%gﬁh nL?treIPf]l?ur}le eachtllr?g 1T3
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