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EFFECTS OF LANGAUGE PROFICIENCY AND ATTITUDE ON
ACHIEVEMENT IN YORUBA ESSAY WRITING OF SENIOR SECONDARY
STUDENTS IN IBADAN METROPOLIS, OYO STATE

BY

ADEYEMI ABIODUN ADEYINKA Ph.D
Department of Teacher Education

University of Ibadan

Abstract

PR

This study examines the effects of language proficiency and attitude on
in Yoruba essay writing. A descriptive survey research design of
adopted for the study. Three research questions were genera
randomly selected from Senior Secondary schools in Ibadan M
were used and data obtained were analyzed using Pearson
Analysis and Multiple Regression Analysis. The findings W
proficiency positively correlates with achievement in%
p<0.001) and students' attitude to Yoruba essay wgiting (
significant joint contribution of the independent varj
attitude to achievement in Yoruba essay writing)
essay writing. The result yielded a coefficient o
R-square = 0.433.3. This shows that, the %

students attitude to achievement in Yo
achievement in Yoruba essay writing.
= .473, 1=8.214, P<0.001); and fol
=.146, t = 2.594, P<0.05). Based

s” achievement
tional type was
sing 200 students
is. Three instruments
ct Moment Correlation
s follow: The language
ba essay writing (r = 0.317,
r= 0.292, p<0.05). It reveals
anguage proficiency and students
prediction of achievement in Yoruba

ple regressions R = 0.658 and multiple
dictor factors (language proficiency and
essay writing) are potent predictors of

more potent factor was language proficiency (Beta
by students attitude to Yoruba essay writing (Beta
ese results, appropriate recommendation on ways to

improve the performance of stu&ems in Yoruba essay writing is made in the body of the

paper.

A3

Introduction 9
Yoruba lan 1s the mother-
tongue of the Qwho occupy what is
now known as Ogun, Osun, Lagos,
Ondo, Ekiti arts of Kwara and Kogi
States of Yoruba people are also
found about in different parts of the
uba, Sierra Leone and Brazil,
Abimbola, (1990). Awoniyi (1978) has put
the development in Yoruba language as
school subject into phases. The 1800-1880,
the pre-colonial era; 1882-1960, the "period
when the colonial government showed
special interest in development of African
languages. The third phase of 1960 upward
has been a remarkable period in curriculum
development of Yoruba language in
education. It was also reported that such
groups like Egbe Omo Odua, Egbe

Akomolede ati Asa Yoruba did especially

provide basis for the standardized version of

Yoruba Language in education. Today

Yoruba language is being taught as a subject

in primary, secondary and tertiary

institutions making the prospect of Yoruba
language in education brighter.

The official recognition given by the

Nigerian Government was expressed in the

National Policy on Education first published

in 1977, revised in 1981, 1998 and 2004. In

Junior secondary school (JSS) which is of °

three year duration the child must study three

languages:

s His mother-tongue (if available for
study) or an indigenous language of
wider communication in his areas

1. English language
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iii.  Just anyone of the three major
indigenous languages in the country,
namely Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba.
The language chosen is distinct from
the child’s mother-tongue.

In senior secondary school (SSS)
which also lasts three years, the child must
study two languages: An indigenous
language and English Language. The
awareness created by the policy has helped
in identifying other Nigerian languages and
the process of committing them into writing.
Till date, not much has been done in many
indigenous languages. The use of the mother
tongue as tool of communication will give
the leamers an opportunity for adequate
perception and logical thinking. This will
liberate the learner from the problem of
linguistic ~ complexity  that  impedes
communication. Efficacy of mother tongue
as medium of instruction was tested and
proved in the Ife Primary Education
Research Project (1970-1978).
Unfortunately, many did not capture t
vision and embrace its use. Rather, they/had

elementary stage will hinder

understanding and fluency in Engli
language. Worse still is the
educated elites who sho vocate the

development of the min

Nigeria’s offici (Adegbite,
2003).This am r reasons accounts for
why most private schools teach
pupils in all through, some even do
not teach three major languages at all
(Awonus ).

Many scholars like Fafunwa (1982)
and Adegbite (1993) have spoken on the
relevance of L1 in the literacy development
of a child in an L2 context. Adegbite (1993)
goes further to suggest segmental bilingual
approach in which the reading skill is
introduced to pupils in L1 earlier than L2 but
with a proviso that the listening and speaking
skills in both the L1 and L2 are taught earlier
to facilitate the later in acquisition of L2. In

his submission, LI enhances rather than
impeding learning of L2.

Literature review
As far as language learning and acquisition
is concerned, especially in Nigeria where
there is pronounced linguistic multiplicity or
polarity of languages, people tend to be
favorably and positively disposed to using
both in speech and writing and \tolerating a
language that has
i A considerable tonal
international cove f users

i. A metropol@__ r cosmopolitan
status

iii. A consi numerical strength
and so@asure of economic and
political péwer

iv. A ient reliable codified form
bo (2004).

the other hand, if a language does
sess the above instrumental and
intérpretive forces, people’s attitude towards
1s bound to be negative. Today, because
of our colonial experience, Bamgbose,
(1981), Olukpe, (1975) and Awoniyi (1978) "
remarked that English still enjoys a prime of
place in Nigeria in official and educational
cycle compared to Yoruba Language. Thus
students’ attitudes towards English Language
are more positive than that of Yoruba
language. The above submission was held
by Akindele and Adegbite, (1999) and
Oyetade (2000).

Among the features that affect
students’ performance in language is
attitude. Osborne (2003) see attitude as an
organismic factor that affects behaviour and
that positive attitude facilitates learning
while negative hinders learning, making it an
aspect that should be examined when
discussing issues relating to ‘language
acquisition and development especially as it
affects students in  teaching-leamning
situation. Makinde, (1991) and Akubuiro,
(2004) have revealed that attitude affects
what is learned in cognitive, affective and
the psychomotor domains since it is the
attitude of an individual to leaming that

and
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determines his desires to perform. Sonaiya
(2007), lamenting on the disuse of African
languages says:
...what continues to be of
great concern to many Africa is
the fact that even after
independence not only are
European languages still being
maintained within the educational
system, but very little is being
done to  develop  African
languages which had suffered
over a century of neglect pg. 18.

This state of affairs is what Djite
(2004) in Adegoju (2008) refers to as “the
most painful and absurd interface between
Africa and the rest of the world” The fact is
that Africa is the only continent in the world
in which language in _ education “is largely
exogenous to the society it seeks to serve.
This makes it relatively important to
determine the place of attitude to writing in

writing.  Fafunwa (1982) among others
submit that if lgarning is to be made edsiér
and meaningful for the Nigerian chij

also serve as a springboard f ral
transmission, mother tongue is best tool
of communication.

Olanrewaju (1986)_posit
performance of the pupils
in English- which is tl
instruction for vi
Yoruba language.

the poor
Who were taught

all subjects except
e child must learn
grasp the basic concept
progress in later life and

strange to him. The use of mother tongue
will be a way out for the modern scientific
and technological breakthrough in our nation
state as creativity and ingenuity which has
for long been an illusion would be solved.
Nwokedi (1984) quoted in Adegoju (2008)
submitted that certain student’s poor
performance in science related subjects is as
a result of problems encountered in the
teaching and learning of sciences in English
Language. Students had problems of getting

linguistic alternative of the mother tongue in
English language. This was supported by
Obinabo (1978) when he asserted that:

...where a language is foreign

the student scientist must battle

with the language first and then

the concept after which follows

the application. When the
Student  scientist masters the
language and the conc the

dissemination of the ideas again
impeded by the sameNanguage

barrier and instea &fz student
scientist servin@ catalyst in
the advancer%l the country,
he becomes ibund scientist.
Thus had in,turn left him in

darkne% ouf of a whole range of

ph*st henomena around him

ere must be a fostering of better

(?tmication among Nigerians through the
student’s performance in Yoruba essa\@ otion of effective intellectual utilization

language skills acquired for development
through its use as an effective medium of
instruction. The use of the mother tongue as
tool of communication will give the learners
an opportunity for adequate perception and
logical thinking. This will liberate the
learner from the problem of linguistic
complexity that impedes communication.
Among the factors responsible for
students’ poor performance in essay writing
as identified by researchers such as, Jiboku
(1998), Ezeokoli (1999); Adelabu, (1998),
Idogo, (2005) and Ajayi (2004) include poor
knowledge of the rules of grammar,
ignorance of acceptable sentence patterns,
inability to construct a complete sentence
and lack of teachers' exposures to modern
methods of teaching. It is imperative to
assess the effect of students’ language
proficiency on student’s performance in
Yoruba essay writing.

Statement of the problem

Good as the use of indigenous
language is in teaching and leamning, it is
expected that no learner should have any
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problem in oral and written forms of his
mother tongue. Contrary to this assertion is
the case of many Yoruba speaking students.
With the lukewarm attitude that the society
has towards speaking Yoruba language,
many could not speak Yoruba fluently
without the interference of English language
and as well have problems in writing the
language down correctly. Ezeokoli, (1999),
asserts that it is difficult for many Nigerian
students to perform beyond average because
their negative attitude made them lack some
reading and writing skills required for
effective study. Hence, we have a good
number of students failing in internal and
external examinations in Yoruba. Over the
years the WAEC chief examiners reports on
candidates’ performance in Yoruba essay
writing have been that students’ writing lack
content knowledge, linguistic input, tone
mark and orthography. Lack of proficiency
in Yoruba language even among the
students’ who are indigenes calls for cross-
examination. Studies on cognitive and
affective factors in language learning
more on foreign languages than indi
languages. Hence, to fill this gaps, thi y
aim at examining the effects ()Ltlnguagc
proficiency and attitude dents’

achievement in Yoruba essay aéhg
Objectives: %

1. To find the rel Qﬁp between the
independent igdbles and students’
achievement i a essay writing.

joint contribution of the
variables on students’
in Yoruba essay writing.
To draw=Out the relative contribution of
cach of the independent variables on
students’ achievement in Yoruba essay
wnung.

Methodology:

Research Design: A descriptive survey
research design of correlational type was
=Zopeed for the study. This type of research
starts with the observation of the dependent

variable and simultaneous studies of
independent variables for their possible
effects on the dependent variable

Research Question 1: What is the
relationship  between the independent
variables (language proficiency and students’
attitude to achievement in Yoruba essay
writing) and achievement in Yoruba essay
writing?

Research Question 2:
contribution of the in
(language proficiency
to achievement in
achievement in Yo

1s the joint
nt variables

Research tion 3: What is the relative
contribution each of the independent
variabl :?“ (language proficiency and
stud ttitude to achievement in Yoruba

es ting) on achievement in Yoruba

® writing?

opulation: The population for this study
comprised ‘of Senior Secondary School II
students in Ibadan metropolis.

Sample and Sampling Technique: The
researcher made use of simple random
sampling technique in selecting sample from
the population. The participants for this
study were 200.

Instrumentation: Three instruments were
used for this study. The instruments are as
follows: Students’ Attitude Towards Essay
Writing (SATEW)

i. Students’ Language Proficiency Test

(SLPT)

ii. Yoruba Essay Writing Achievement
Test (YEWAT)

Students’ Attitude Towards Essay

Writing (SATEW): The draft of SATEW
consisted of 20 items was developed by the
investigator to measure students’ attitude
towards Yoruba essay writing. The students
were expected to respond by indicating their
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levels of agreement or otherwise with each
of the items on a four point modified Likert
Scale: Strongly Agree (SA) Agree (A)
Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD).
The validity of the 20 items was assured
through assistance of practicing teachers of
Yoruba language in some of the senior
secondary schools in Oyo State. These
individuals assessed the SATEW with
respect to adequacy, language structure,
relevance and coverage of the behavioural
objectives, levels and content coverage. The
SATEW was also pre-tested using 20 SS II
students in a school in Ibadan North (not part
of the study sample). The estimated
reliability of the SATEW is 0.81 Cronbach
co-efficient alpha values. The pre-test
provided the empirical basis for determining
estimates of validity and reliability of the
instrument.

Students Language Proficiency Test

(SLPT): The test on students Langua
Proficiency was designed by the researg@
a

Proficiency — Yoruba sentence struc and
figurative expressions. The was
presented to experts in Yorubaglangwage for
face and content validity. T liability co-
efficient was establish using Kuder

Richardson formular 2 ich was found to
be 0.70.

Yoruba Essay

to collect information on students’ L&J

ing Achievement Test
consists of two essay

(YEWAT):%
Table 1: GQN ation matrix showin

topics drawn by the researcher to collect
information on students’ achievement.
Objectivity and consistency in scoring was
ascertained by adopting Teachers of English
for Education Purpose (TEEP) attributes
writing scale as a marking guide for scoring
the essays. This is an instrument developed
by Weir (1988) standardized and adopted by
teachers of English for educational purposes.
The scorer reliability index AQ].

Procedure for Da Qﬁlection: The
researcher approac e%fne Principals of

study to obtain
the students for the
archer educated the
w to fill the questionnaire,
estionnaire was well filled; the
collected the instruments,
idted  the participants and took
onnaire for data analysis.

permission to
study. The

participants
after the

thod of Data Analysis: Pearson Product

foment Correlation Analysis and Multiple

Regression Analysis were used to analyse
data obtained from the field work.

Results
Research Question 1: What is the
relationship  between the independent

variables (language proficiency and students
attitude to achievement in Yoruba essay
writing) and achievement in Yoruba essay
writing?

the relationship between study variables

Variabl&§&—" Mean Std. Dev 1 2 3
Lang\agf)roﬁciency 54.8800  [13.66599 1.000 "
Student  attitude  to|34 .3900 [10.58338 S580%* 1.000
Yoruba essay writing
Achievement in Yoruba|40.1500 1488440 53 I juiied .292* (1.00
Essay writing *
*Correlation is significant at 0.05(2-tailed)
Table 1 reveals the relationship of writing), The language proficiency

each independent variable with the
dependent variable. (language
proficiency and students attitude on

students’ achievement in Yoruba essay

positively correlates with achievement in
Yoruba essay writing (r = 0.317, p<0.001)
and students attitude to Yoruba essay
writing (r= 0.292, p<0.05). This implies
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that the higher the influence of language
proficiency and students attitude to Yoruba
essay writing the greater the achievement
in Yoruba essay writing.

Research Question 2: What is the joint
contribution of the independent variables
(language proficiency and students attitude
to achievement in Yoruba essay writing)
on achievement in Yoruba essay writing?

Table 2: Summary of regression for the joint contributions of independent variables
to the prediction of achievement in Yoruba essay writing:

R =.658 {
R Square =.433 E
Adjusted R square =.424
Std. Error =10.37258 OO
. Sum of

Model Squares Df Mean square | E Sig.
1 Regression 16077.403 |2 8038.70 \@ .000"

Residual 21087.717 | 196 10759 . N/ -

AN
Total 37165.120 | 198 v}
N

Table 2 above reveals significant joint
contribution of the independent variables
(language proficiency and students attitude
to achievement in Yoruba essay writing) to

the prediction of achieyement in Yom@Q

essay writing. The result yielded
coefficient of multiple regression

0.658 and multiple R-square = O.jg.‘
NQ ctors

This suggests that the

combined accounted 42.4%
(Ad).R2=.424) variance i rediction
of achievement in Yo ssay writing.

The other factors a ng for 57.6%
variance in the pt%n of achievement
itin

in Yoruba essayt\ g is beyond the

v
sC Vlhis study. The ANOVA result
the regression analysis shows that
was a significant effect of the
independent variables on the achievement
in Yoruba essay writing, F 3 196 =
74.71,P<0.001.

Research Question 3: What is the relative
contribution of each of the independent
variables (language proficiency and
students attitude to achievement in Yoruba
essay writing) on achievement in Yoruba
essay writing?

Table 3: tive effect of the independent variables to the prediction of students’
achievement in Yoruba essay writing:

| Unstandardized Standardized

’ Coefficients Coefficients

Model B Std. Error | Beta T Sig.
(Constant) 30.272 5.100 5.935 .000

Language proficiency | .610 .074 473 8.214 .000

religiousity

Amitude to Essay|.134 052 146 2.594 010

wntng spirituality
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Table 3 shows that, the two predictor factors
(language proficiency and students attitude
to achievement in Yoruba essay writing) are
potent predictors of achievement in Yoruba
essay writing. The more potent factor was
language proficiency (Beta = .473, t=8.214,
P<0.001); and followed by students attitude
to Yoruba essay writing (Beta = .146, t =
2.594, P<0.05). This implies that, an increase
in language proficiency and students’
attitude to achievement in Yoruba essay
writing could increase the achievement in
Yoruba essay writing.

Findings:

1. The language proficiency positively
correlates with achievement in
Yoruba essay writing (r = 0.317,
p<0.001) and students attitude to
Yoruba essay writing (r= 0.292,

p<0.05).
il. It reveals significant  joint
contribution of the independent

variables (language proficiency and
students attitude to achievem
Yoruba essay writing) t e

prediction of achievement ifn Yoruba
essay writing. The res iclded a

coefficient of multiple\R ssions R
= 0.658 and mu% -square =

0.433.3.

iii.  This shows two predictor
factors (I proficiency and
students .attitude to achievement in
Yorub \sa writing) are potent

of achievement in Yoruba
iting. The more potent factor
anguage proficiency (Beta =
473, t=8214, P<0.001); and
followed by students attitude to
Yoruba essay writing (Beta = 146, t
=2.594, P<0.05).

Discussion of Findings:
Research Question 1: What is the

relationship  between the independent
variables (language proficiency and students

attitude to achievement in Yoruba essay
writing) and achievement in Yoruba essay
writing?

In this study, both attitude and
language proficiency are found to be of
relative importance to performance in
Yoruba essay writing. This finding is
however contrary to the result of Oyinloye
and Gbenedio (2010) who found slight
differences in attitude guage
proficiency of leamers lQ?(atistically
insignificant. This findin oborated by
the findings of Og i, (2010) that
competence in writi a pre-requisite for
students’ acadet@uccess. Kolawole

(1998), notes that atademic ability of the

learner detertnines”their language adequacy
and ‘the e to which proficiency is
anguage. Therefore the two

attained ip/2
ia orroborate to enhance learning of

rch Question 2: What is the joint
ntribution of the independent variables

‘(language proficiency and students attitude

to achievement in Yoruba essay writing) on
achievement in Yoruba essay writing?

This study shows that among
variables that are germane to prediction of
students’ academic achievement in language
learning, attitude and language proficiency
are vital. Psychologists have emphasized the
role of attitude in learning. For example,
Owoye, (2001) gave the following analysis
that if we develop a negative attitude towards
examination; the negative attitude may
seriously interfere with our performance in
examination. He submits that attitude works
hand - in - hand with learner’s will power
and that a candidate who has a negative
attitude towards a particular examination”
may find this attitudinal frame of mind
negating his performance in the examination
Having right attitude will encourage learners
to intensify effort, seek help when lacking
understanding and thereby improve their
language skills. Baker (1993) found that
students with positive attitude spend more
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effort to learn the language by using

strategies such as asking questions,
volunteering information and answering
questions. Right attitude leads to high

proficiency which comes to bear on student’s
writing.

Research Question 3: What is the relative
contribution of each of the independent
variables (language proficiency and
students attitude to achievement in Yoruba
essay writing) on achievement in Yoruba
essay writing? This shows that the level of
students’ knowledge of basic principles in
Yoruba language reflected in their
performance in essay writing. Langauge
proficiency is the system of linguistic
knowledge possessed by native speakers of a
language. It is in contrast to the concept of
linguistic performance the way the language
system is used in communication. Gok

concept that depicts favourable
unfavourable feeling toward an object

&Silay (2010) define attitude as a ment%

picture that learners have abo the
importance of Yoruba Ianguag eir
career on one hand, and the wei ecorded
essay writing in particu in Yoruba
language examination on ther, can go a
long way to determine }‘tu ude they put
up. Fakeye, (2010) s that, learning
occurs more  easi n the learner has
positive attitud s the learning of the
language rather\t when having negative

attitude. T icates that attitude readily
work on feasible.
C onc

The study has been able to assess the
‘znguage proficiency of students in Yoruba
anguage and their attitude to Yoruba essay
writing. The effect of these indeperident
variables on Yoruba essay writing has been
cvaluated. It is hoped that teachers, parents
and zll stakeholders will see the need to
develop the affective factors of the learners
as well as the cognitive to be able to bring
out the best in them. It is shown in the
findings that both attitude and language

proficiency corroborate to enhance good
performance in Yoruba essay writing.

Recommendations
i Teachers should use relevant and
thought  provoking instructional

materials to teach writing such that
learners would have good command
of a wide variety of forms, genres,
styles and tones, an bility to use
same in their essa ing.

ii.  Students should p good attitude

toward theip“jindigenous languages
and ap te the culture it
represe

iii. Parenx( guardians should learn

how tov€reate a home environment

will promote learning and

orces what is being taught at

chool. They should show interest in

Yoruba language for there in, lies our

cultural heritage. They should

provide necessary materials for their
children to learn the language well.

iv. The teaching of Yoruba language

should be enforced in all private

primary and secondary school.
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