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CHA PT ER  SIX

Impröving Adult Education Lcarning 
Potentials in Nigeria: The Need to Build 
Capacities of Community Libraries

A. A. Omokhabi and U. C. Osu

Introduction
Learning is the art o f  acquiring o r identifying one’s potential or modifying 
or reinforcing existing knowledge, behaviours, skills, values, or preferences 
which m ay lead to a potential change in synthesising inform ation, depth 
o f  the knowledge, attitude or behaviour relative to the type and ränge 
o f experience needed by leam ers. Learning does not happen all at once, 
b u t it is bu ilt upon  and  is shaped  by previous know ledge through 
im pröving m ethods o f learning. To that end, learning m ay be viewed as 
a process, rather than  a Collection o f factual and procedural knowledge. 
Learning produces changes in the organism  and the changes produced 
are relatively perm anent. Learning is the lifelong process o f transform ing 
in form ation , ability, tra in ing  and experience into know ledge, skills, 
b ehav iou rs , an d  a ttitu d e s . H u m an  lea rn in g  m ay o ccu r as p a rt  o f 
education, personal developm ent, schooling, or training. It m ay be goal- 
oriented and m ay be aided by m otivation. Learning is an  aversive event 
w hich can ’t be avoided or escaped. It is called learned  helplessness 
through education, i.e. education is a hum an right w hich none m ust be 
denied o f (Subrahm anian, 2002). Education is also im portant to national 
developm ent, and this is why every govem m ent all over the world has 
m ade com m itm ents to citizens both young and old to have access to 
e d u c a tio n . P e rh ap s , e d u c a tio n is ts , so c io lo g is ts , re se a rc h e rs  and  
p sy ch o lo g is ts  have p ro v id ed  c e r ta in  c rite r ia  fo r id en tify in g  and  
determ ining w hether learning has taken place in the adu lt leam er by
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Improving Adult Education Leaming Potentials in Nigeria 77

assessing their Potentials in different forms. For learning to be said to 
havc taken place in adu lt learners, there m ust be the eiem ent o f change 
in their behav iou r bo th  overtly  o r covertly. C rite rion  in change o f 
b eh av io u r m u st be b ased  on  exposure  to  the  e n v iro n m e n t w hile  
environm ent as it is used in this context refers to leam ing situations or 
any Situation tha t allows one to  gain some experience w ithin his society 
coverage. L eam ing  therefore, involved a change in the behaviours of 
adult leam ers as a consequence o f their experiences and  im proving their 
natural and artificial potentials. This potential can m anifest in the way 
the individual thinks (cognitive), acts (psychomotor) o r feels (affective). 
However, this potential in adult leam ing education can be achieved by 
developing com m unity libraries to facilitate leam ing for adult leam ers. 
This chapter therefore, looks into how capacities o f com m unity libraries 
can be improved to enhance adult leam ing potentials in Nigeria.

Concept of Adult Leaming
A dult leam ing is im portant for economic growth, social and  personal 
development. However, it is still a weak link in the lifelong learning 
agenda for underdeveloped and developing country. A dult learning can 
enhance the h um an  Capital o f individuals and  nations. It can bring 
im portant social benefits in term s o f improved civic participation and 
social cohesion as well as personal benefits, such as im proved health 
and  well-being, an d  g rea ter self-confidence. However, despite these 
benefits, there is insufficient participation in adult learning programmes. 
The low participation o f m ore disadvantaged groups in adult leam ing is 
due m ainly  to  lack  o f m otivation  an d  o ther barriers such as tim e, 
availability and  accessibility o f libraries, financial constraints and lack 
of quality educational programmes.

A dult education in N igeria as a developing country  covers literacy, 
vocational technical education, open apprenticeship, labour education, 
and co n tin u in g  e d u ca tio n  for rem edia l pu rposes an d  P rofessional 
competence building and upgrading o f skills and Status. In  the opinion 
of O kediran and Abidoye (2001), Adult education is a tool tha t frees 
people from  poverty-ridden situations and it is also a  tool through which 
individuals and nations rise above their challenges. A dedokun (2008) 
expresses the view that adult and non-formal education have their aims
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78 Undcrstanding Adult Education PractiCC in Nigeria

in bringing about social transform ation and reconstructing society to 
m ake it m odem ised, productive, participative and value-oriented. This 
is w hy O m olew a (2006) in A dedokun (2008) sees it as an  instrum ent 
for m oving forward, in that adult and non-form al education helps people 
and  institutions to m eet their challenges and provides opportunities for 
re-grow th to happen by providing avenue for change in individuals, 
com m unities, societies and nations at large. The im plication o f this is 
tha t adult education assists its recipients to  experience transform ation 
an d  a  change o f  circum stances, and  so it is a source o f  providing 
opportunities for people at various levels. Om olew a (1981) in Adedokun 
(2012) defines adu lt education  as th a t education  tha t redresses the 
im balance betw een education received when one is young and tha t o f 
later life. To him  the earlier education is not adequate to save one from 
Professional as well as cultural obsolescence during later in life.

T he m ajo r purpose o f  adu lt leam ing  is to  erad ica te  the rate  o f 
illiteracy in the country and also to prom ote the psychom otor dom ain 
o f  e d u c a tio n  System  m o st espec ia lly  in  N ig e ria  by c rea tin g  skill 
acq u is itio n  to  reduce  the ra te  o f unem ploym en t. Specifically, the 
objectives o f mass literacy, adult and non-form al education as stipulated 
by F R N  (2004:25) include:

(i) Provide functional literacy and  continuing education for adults 
and  youths w ho have never had  the  advantage o f  form al 
education or w ho did not com plete their prim ary education. 
These include the nom ads, m igrant families, the disabled and 
other categories or groups, especially the disadvantaged gender;

(ii) Provide functional and rem edial education for those young 
people who did no t com plete secondary education;

(iii) Provide education for different categories o f com pleters o f 
the formal education System in Order to improve their basic 
knowledge and skills;

(iv) Provide in-service, on-the-job, vocational and Professional 
training for different categories of workers and Professionals 
in Order to improve their skills, and

(v) G ive the adu lt citizens o f  the country  necessary aesthetic, 
cultural and civic education for com m unity enlightenment.
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Improving Adult Education Leaming Potentials in Nigeria 79

These objectives are laudable and  should be pursued vigorously in 
Order to develop the hum an power, resources o f econom ic grow th and 
developm ent, im proving skill acquisition o f  potential leam ers in the 
country. In  p inpo in ting  the  m ajo r objectives o f  adu lt ed u ca tio n  in 
developing the hum an power w ith availability o f resources in Nigeria, 
this chapter is geared tow ards the strategies for improving adult education 
Programme through building o f  com m unity libraries to aid the potentials 
o f adult leamers.

Benefits of Adult Leaming
A recent study sum m arised the research evidence about the benefits of 
adu lt leam ing  in w ays to  im prove adu lt leam ers’ po ten tia ls. These 
benefits circulate through the leam ers themselves, em ployers and  for 
the w ider community, these are the reasons why this chapter suggests 
the bu ild ing  o f  c o m m u n ity  lib ra ries  for im prov ing  a d u lt lea rn ing  
education.

For leam ers, positive outcom es from  participation in leam ing or from 
completing courses and achieving qualifications are:

Economic: Improved employability comes from  individuals’ participa­
tion in leam ing and higher wages and  incom es com e from  im proved 
basic skills gained from leam ing and the acquired qualifications;

Wellbeing: Improved general wellbeing (including improvements in self- 
confidence) as well as im proved health  (physical and m ental) can be 
brought about by participation in leam ing; and

Social: Im proved disposition to voluntary and com m unity activity and 
improved civic attitudes can be brought about as a result o f  participation 
m leaming.

For employers, the positive outcom es that arise from  leam ing are:

(i) A  firm ’s innovation perform ance can be increased as a result 
o f  the increased skills and  com petencies brought abou t by 
workforce participation in leaming;

(ii) A  firm  can benefit from  a m ore m otivated workforce as a 
result o f  their participation in leaming; and
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80 Understanding Adult Education Practice in Nigeria

(iii) Econom ic benefits accrue to the business as a result o f  the 
b e n e fits  b ro u g h t by in n o v a tio n  a n d  a m ore  m o tiv a te d  
workforce. Thus, increased productivity and profitability result 
from  increased workforce participation in leam ing and  the 
business’ investment in  this.

For the Community, positive benefits, both econom ic and social, accrue 
ffom increased adult participation in leaming:

Economy Status: C o u n tr ie s  w h ere  th e re  a re  h igh ra tes  o f  a d u lt  
participation in leam ing are m ore econom ically competitive and feature 
higher levels o f  GD P; and

Social interaction: Participating in adult leam ing and increasing skills 
have positive effects on behaviours in relation to health, the environm ent 
and  reducing reoffending.

Conditions and Quality for Improving Adult Leaming

F rom  th e  base o f  governm ental levels, i.e. federal, sta te  and  local 
govem m ent o f  Nigeria have established Adult Learning Institutions o f 
diverse m agnitude, shapes and  Orientation that create increasing access 
and opportunities for adults to  leam  throughout life yet access, availability 
and  utilisation o f libraries are no t pu t in place for adult leamers.

Som e o f these institutions at the federal level include:

(i) The N ational Com m ission for Mass Education,
(ii) N ational Teachers Institute, K aduna,
(iii) Centre for M anagem ent Developm ent (CM D) Lagos,
(iv) Adm inistrative Staff College o f Nigeria, and
(v) A  host o f o ther in stitu tions o f h igher learn ing  w ith  th e ir 

outreach educational programmes.

From  each o f these institutions the state adopts legislation and other 
appropriate  m eans to ensure tha t potential adult leam er enjoys their 
right to  learn , through in ternational, national and  local Conferences, 
Seminars and  workshops organised by various bodies, bu t this chapter 
however, intends to improve the adult learners through com m unity’s 
libraries to help the leam ers reaching their potential. Leam ing dem ands/
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Improving Adult Education Leaming Potentials in Nigeria 81

needs o f adult leam ers are usually m et through needs analysis an d  needs 
diagnostic studies. A t times, opinion polls are carried out to determ ine 
leam ing needs o f adults. In a  nutshell, from various indications there is 
overw helm ing evidence in  Support o f  a free expression o f  peop le’s 
d e m an d  for learn ing . T he in tro d u c tio n  an d  w ide  use o f  the  new  
inform ation technology m ost especially (Internet Surfing) from  website, 
m obile com m unication System (G SM ) by N igerian adults m ake free 
flow  o f  in form ation  possible w hich increases th e ir social lifestyles. 
M oreover, build ing o f com m unity  libraries can aids their academ ic 
perform ance if  proper incorporated in establishm ent o f adu lt leam ing 
centres. W ith the open leam ing System, university extram ural classes, 
and o ther techniques benefits o f leam ing are widened for leam ers to 
m ake informed choices suitable to their aspirations.

The relationship between education and developm ent is an  im portant 
one in  the sense th a t ed u ca tio n  is a key index o f  deve lopm en t as 
education  im proves p roductiv ity  and  health , an d  reduces negative 
fea tu re s  o f  life  su ch  as  c h ild  la b o u r  as  w ell as b r in g in g  a b o u t 
em pow erm ent (EFA G lobal M onitoring Report, 2002). In  this light, 
adult education which covers all areas o f hum an endeavour m ust not be 
neglected, and adequate Provision should be put in place in Order for 
them  to  leam ing easily and conveniently to achieve their aim s, goals 
and objectives o f education tha t other regulär students are achieving.

The Needs for Improving Adult Leaming in Nigeria 
Education System
Im proving the quality o f adult leam ing in Nigeria requires adequate and 
p roper facilities to enhance  the objectives o f establishm ent o f  adult 
education. Based on the knowledge gathered from the scholars reviewed, 
this chapter provides m ajor key points in im proving adult leam ing in 
Nigeria which includes:

(i) to use adult leam er or trainer to improve the quality o f practice 
o f  knowledge, skill acquisition, increm ent level o f  literacy, 
etc.;

(ii) to set standardise Professional responses in education System,
(iii) to develop functional literacy education  for peop le  in the 

country;
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82 Understanding Adult Education Practice in Nigeria

(iv) to provide functional, accessible and  rem edial education for 
the youth and adult leamer;

(v) to inculcate in-service, job vocational and Professional training 
to improve their skills;

(vi) to provide the youth, adolescent adult citizens o f the country 
aesthetic, hum an  right, roles an d  responsibilities, cultural 
heritage and civic education for their enlightenment;

(vii) to enhance com m unication skills for proper understanding and 
resolving conflict am ong them.

Based on  the  s ta ted  needs above, th is ch ap te r realises tha t for 
govem m ents at all levels to achieve these, com m unity libraries need to 
be organised, established and monitored to assist adult leam ers improving 
set-potentials. Therefore, this chapter describes concept o f com m unity 
lib ra ries  on a d u lt  lea rn in g  ed u c a tio n . I t  d raw s u p o n  the  im pact 
o f com m unity libraries on adult learning education; also, it investigates 
the issues and  challenges o f  com m unity  lib raries on adu lt learning 
education.

What is Community Library?
Access to library resources and developing skills are im portant elements 
o f the academ ic experience for all students. Yet adult leam ers experience 
barriers in the uSe o f the library and its m any resources. In  the meantime, 
the advent o f  electronic inform ation retrieval in university libraries has 
caused resources available to  users to grow exponentially. Com m unity 
libraries are intem ationally recognised as social institutions that can effect 
social and econom ic transform ation in society m ost especially adult 
learners, for them  to  acquire necessary skills based on their cultural 
heritage. C om m unity  libraries have been highly regarded institutions 
since their designation as a location that all com m unity members can 
use to their advantage, regardless o f econom ic, educational level or social 
Status o r dem ograph ic  background . C o m m u n ity  lib raries serve as 
com m on m eeting spaces for interest groups, students, and  businesses. 
T hey p lay  an  in tegral ro le in the assim ila tio n  o f  im m igran ts into 
com m unities, an d  ac t as hub for job-seekers, developing poten tial, 
increase in skill acquisitions, am ong others.
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Improving Adult Education Leaming Potentials in Nigeria 83

In  carrying out this role o f education comm unity libraries, can provide 
necessary m aterials like textbooks, joum als, m agazines and  exercise 
books related to the Curriculum o f the existing literacy institutions in 
the community, be it conventional schools or adult classes. In  this way, 
it has assisted in the cam paign to m ake the society a  m ore literate one.

C om m unity  o r com m unity  libraries are regarded as the peop le’s 
un iversity  p ro v id in g  an d  in d ep e n d e n t d ec is io n  tak in g  (O yegade, 
Nassarawa and M okogwu, 2003). Com m unity libraries attem pt to  m eet 
a wide varies o f readers needs, providing varied inform ation resources 
such as textbooks, joum als, literary books and other Communications. 
For example, in the U nited States, com m unity libraries are considered 
as p a rticu la r  form  o f  the freedom  o f  expression  because  th ey  are 
conceived as a necessity for an  inform ed society to enable the System 
function effectively (Aguolu and  Aguolu, 2000). Then, if  these libraries 
are developed in N igeria for adult leam ers as perceived in this chapter, 
they will enhance and im prove adult leam er potentials and will help the 
country in reduction o f the rate o f illiteracy am ong people.

Impact of Community Libraries on Adult Leaming Education
From  the recent landscape o f  21st Century education System in Nigeria, 
s tu d e n ts  a n d  P ro fe ss io n a ls  a re  e x p e c te d  to  m ee t th e  n e c essa ry  
requirem ents o f inform ation, digital, and  technological expertise that 
are applied throughout school Systems and the workforce. These skills 
are required th roughout the life o f adult learners, and are no  longer 
custom arily to be mastered solely w ithin schools. Consequently, there 
are also m any opportunities in w hich support and  instruction can be 
utilised to prom ote continuous achievement and realising one’s potential 
through com m unity libraries which are on the forefront as a vital resource 
with Services, programmes, and instruction that can provide to  all leam ers 
to  a c h ie v e  a im s a n d  o b jec tiv e s . C o m m u n ity  l ib ra r ie s  se rv e  as 
cornerstones for com m unity  developm ent across the coun ty  i f  well 
o rgan ised  by the g o v e rn m en t an d  n o n -g o v ern m en t fo r accessing  
in fo rm ation  and  technology, developing d ig ital literacy  skills, and  
p ro v id in g  n u m e ro u s  s u p p o rt Services to  s tu d e n ts , fam ilie s , and  
com m unities at larger. For generations, com m unity libraries have offered 
critical Services to  address the needs o f  all leam ers.
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84 Understanding Adult Education Practice in Nigeria

C om m unity libraries play a critical role in the preparation o f adult 
learners through com m unity library exposure. Research reports have 
identified com m unity libraries as leaders in the developm ental capacity 
in adult learners. Further, com m unity libraries not only provide early 
learners w ith opportunities for the developm ent o f literacy skills, they 
also influence parent involvement at hom e, and act as a Support System 
for at-risk children (Am erican N ew  York Com prehensive Center a t RMC 
Research 6 A ssociation o f School Librarians, 2001). Sim ilar fmdings 
can be seen through Epstein’s theory, w hich States tha t overlapping 
spheres o f influence -  in  this case the com m unity library, family, and 
com m unity -  help students feel supported and m otivated to  succeed in 
school (M artinez, 2008).

The im portance o f com m unity libraries on the developm ent o f  early 
learners has proven to increase throughout the years. For example, a 
1995 study by the N ational Center for Education Statistics showed that 
86 pe rcen t o f  com m un ity  lib raries offered g roup  p rog ram m es for 
preschoolers and kindergarteners, while only 56 percent o f these libraries 
offered such program m es in 1988 (Herb, 2001). A dditionally, these 
increases can be seen in N ew  York State. In  2010, 76 percent o f libraries 
offered early literacy program mes, whereas in 2007 only 67 percent of 
libraries offered the same. The role tha t com m unity  libraries play in 
early literacy developm ent cannot be overlooked, as these programmes 
m ay offer the only opportunities children have for exposure to  these 
skills before they enter school. Therefore, this could help adult learners 
to improve their potential if com m unity  libraries are m ade available 
and accessible for them  as easy as basic needs.

Com m unity libmries serve the needs o f all students, especially as a 
valuable resource o f Support along their school patbways. O ne goal of 
com m unity libraries is to raise achievem ent rates for all students. In 
conjunction with these increases in com m unity library Services, many 
consequently stress the challenges associated w ith this growth. In 2009, 
52 m illion people obtained help using technology ffom  a librarian or 
volunteer, and  16 million took advantage o f  com m unity library offered 
Computer classes (Clark and Visser, 2010). Across the country, almost 
75 percent o f  libraries have reported that, for at least part o f any given 
day, they have insufficient com m unity access and Workstations to meet
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the needs o f users (Public Libraries and The Internet, 2011).
C om m unity  libraries do however, understand  the  necessary and 

im portant role tha t they play in inform ation and  digital literacy skills 
developm ent tha t facilitate adult leam ing education. In  recent years, 
inform ation and  digital literacy have been regarded as the m ost im portant 
goals o f com m unity libraries and as essential Services that are currently 
not being ofFered by o ther entities (Harding, 2008).

G ranting o f awards and scholarships is another way through which 
public libraries can assist in adult education especially in the rural areas. 
The scholarship is awarded to deserving people undertaking education 
Program m e in the community. These awards and scholarships to those 
who have excelled will encourage others to w ant to excel too, thereby 
m aking this gesture a form  o f literacy campaign.

Public libraries continue to play an  im portant role in adult education 
Program m e in susta in ing  the diverse form s o f  cu ltu ral expressions. 
Public libraries acquire, process, organise and preserve m aterials which 
d e p ic t th e  w ay  o f  life  an d  e x p e rie n c e s  fro m  o th e rs . T h ro u g h  
public libraries, the adu lts’ illiterates’ d a s s  can develop the skills in 
Computer usage in searching for collection, indexing and abstracting 
Services.

Com m unity libraries have been a highly regarded institution since 
their designation as a location that all com m unity members can use to 
their advantage, regardless o f econom ic o r social Status or demographic 
background. A ndrew  Carnegie once said that, “there is no such a cradle 
o f  dem ocracy upon  the earth  as the F ree C om m unity  Library, this 
com m unity o f letters, where neither rank, office, nor wealth receives 
the slightest consideration” (Senville, 2009). This idea o f a com m unity 
centre is still being practised today, as com m unity  libraries serve all 
residents, regardless o f age o r income. C om m unity  libraries serve as 
com m on m eeting spaces for interest groups, students, and  businesses, 
play an  integral role in the assim ilation o f illiteracy in the communities, 
and act as hub for job-seekers w ho can research inform ation and receive 
instruction in the application process and o ther key activities in the 
search for a new  job  (Senville, 2009).

Lastly, com m unity libraries can also tra in  the personnel carrying 
out the different educational Program me in the community. This can be
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done by the library carrying out seminars, workshops and  Conference on 
the different subject areas o f  the literacy program mes; so that they can 
becom e better at their various fields. Public libraries can also carry out 
their roles as education providers for their com m unities by setting up 
lite ra c y  in s titu tio n s  su ch  as a d u lt  lite ra c y  p ro g ra m m e s  in  th e ir  
com m unities. By doing this, public libraries would have successfully 
carried out a literacy cam paign since adult literacy Program m e would 
aid literacy (Apotiade, 2002).

Issues and Challenges of Community Libraries in Nigeria
Feasibility work often requires com m unity organisations and others to 
com m it tim e and resources at risk, w ithout any assurances tha t a project 
can proceed. Therefore, it is advisable to  take a phased approach  to 
exploring the feasibility o f a com m unity library proposal to avoid wasting 
resources on unviable projects. Som e o f the issues and challenges that 
m ay be facing building durable com m unity libraries in im proving the 
potential o f adult leam ers are sum m arised below:

Intellectual freedom: The right to  express ideas and receive inform ation 
in the com m unity may be the m ajor problems for some students in that 
com m unity o r somewhere eise.

Privacy in reading: The freedom  to  choose the way o f  read ing  by 
individual m ay be a m ajor challenges for students w ho engage in using 
com m unity  libraries, to w hich  personal in fo rm ation  is m on ito red , 
collected, disclosed, and distributed among people who to use the libraries.

Intellectual property of an individual: A  legal and policy ffam ew ork to 
stim ulate creativity and  innovation, and  to prom ote the progress o f 
Science and the useful arts through a fair and equitable balance o f the 
rights and Privileges o f users, creators, and owners.

Equitable access: Student classes, barrier-free, and form at-independent 
access to inform ation for present and future users m ay be m ajor problems 
in building o f com m unity libraries.

Infirastructure: Cost-effective use o f  physical and  social facilities is 
another challenges facing building com m unity libraries.
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Also, there are  m ajor six key areas tha t need to understand and 
develop in m ore detail before building o f  com m unity library:

(i) O rganisational development
(ii) D eveloping the Service and business model
(iii) Inform ation and digital technology
(iv) Securing Support
(v) U nderstanding com m unity benefits and outcom es
(vi) A sset issues

Criteria for Building Community Libraries
Com m unity library  connects people and  com m unities to  knowledge, 
in fo rm ation  an d  culture. A rts C ouncil E ng land  Local G overnm ent 
Association (2012) submits that in the last few years, particularly since 
2010, there has been a rapidly growing trend to involve com m unities in 
library Service delivery in more significant ways -  not only to Support 
and enhance library Services but also in some places to m anage them  or 
even  tak e  on  o w n e rsh ip  an d  m a n a g e m e n t o f  lib ra ry  b u ild in g s . 
C o m m u n ity  lib ra ry  m u st cap ab le  o f  e n h a n c in g , h a rn e ss in g  and  
developing  local peop le  in th e ir com m unities. C om m unity  library 
according to  (Inform ation, 1997) m ust be com m itted to serve as:

(i) com m unity  learn ing  centres, focussing particu larly  on  the 
p rom otion  o f literacy and in fo rm ation  aw areness and the 
Support o f lifelong leaming;

(ii) centres for the promotion of, and participation in, living culture;
(iii) centres for dissem ination o f inform ation in all fields, with 

particular emphasis on inform ation needed for participation 
in  d e m o c ra tic  d e c is io n -m ak in g  a n d  fo r th e  successfu l 
im plem entation o f national developm ent plans; and centres 
for recreational reading (pp. 25-26.)

T his Subm ission is in agreem ent w ith  U N E SC O  Public L ibrary 
M anifesto (1994) tha t the Services o f the public library are provided on 
the basis o f  equality o f access for all, regardless o f age, race, sex, religion, 
nationality, language o r social Status.
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Oyeronke (2012) confxrms tha t Access to Inform ation is very crucial. 
It accelerates the level o f individual advancem ent as well as corporate 
e d u ca tio n a l developm ent. C om m u n ity  lib rary  p rom otes access to 
inform ation am ong com m unity people because it prom otes and develops 
read ing  as a p leasurable  ac tiv ity  to  s tim u la te  the im ag ina tion  and 
encourage creativity, provide opportunities and  resources for lifelong 
leam ing, training and educational achievem ent, facilitate informal self- 
education, and contribute tow ards the raising o f Standards in the essential 
basic skills o f literacy and numeracy, provide, and encourage the use o f 
IC T  to  enable access to d igital skills and  Services and  continuously  
im prove collection and  train ing  to m eet the im m ediate needs o f the 
com m unity and to provide a solid foundation for future development.

Com m unity library therefore, can assist the masses to  attain  literacy 
that is a prerequisite for any success in our national development, because 
the people being regarded as illiterate will have access to  inform ation as 
ig n o ra n c e  w ill be e lim in a te d  th ro u g h  access to  lib ra ry  in  th e ir  
com m unities.

In  setting  up com m unity  lib rary  the follow ing criteria  m ust be 
considered:

(1) the reasons for setting up a library and information Service
(2) first steps: the inform ation audit
(3) meeting the inform ation needs o f specialists
(4) es tab lish in g  the  lib ra ry : p rem ises, design  an d  tech n ica l 

requirem ents
(5) Staffing: recruitment and management
(6) m anaging budgets and finance
(7) networking and locating sources o f information
(8) acquisition, Organisation and dissemination: print and 

electronic
(9) Services to be provided by the library
(10) sources o f  support fo r the library inside and outside the 

Organisation
(11) prom otion o f the library
(12) training staff and users.

Reasons for setting up a com m unity library might be plentiful but
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there  m u st be need  to  define the  p rio ritie s . I f  Com m unity lib rary  
established for com m unity people is to succeed, there m ust be need for 
substantial com m unity Support and  a strong desire in com m unity  to 
retain the library and m ake a com m itm ent to its success. Com m unity 
involvem ent m ust be prom oted. T he com m unity  o r catchm ent area 
m ust be large enough to sustain a viable library.

Conclusion
Com m unity libraries have a very significant role to play in these situations 
o f ed u ca tio n  System m ostly for those students learn ing  a t  old age. 
C om m unity  libraries are vital institutions which cannot be separated 
ffom  education and adult leamers. The Provision o f com m unity libraries 
is crucial and indispensable to adult education in N igeria. Therefore, 
whatever is done to improve the quality o f adu lt education is done to 
improve the nation in creating innovation. The absence o f com m unity 
libraries will have negative effects on adult education and the country, 
since purpose o f adult leam ing is to  reduce the rate o f illiteracy in country, 
hence com m unity libraries are very im portant for adult leam ing to aid 
their potentials. Therefore, adult learners should be encouraged to use 
com m unity libraries w hen available around them , m easure the effect of 
the build ing  o f com m unity  libraries and  it will result in success in 
fostering potentials in adult leam ers and creating o f  social inclusion in 
the long term . It is necessary to undertake com prehensive em pirical 
resea rch  exp lic it the function  o f  co m m un ity  lib raries . M oreover, 
com m unity libraries will play critical roles in the lives o f all leam ers by 
offering early childhood leam ing opportunities, developing inform ation 
and digital literacy, providing sum m er learning opportunities, supporting 
and operating as a foundation for lifelong leam ing opportunities.
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